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T3 Uptake, Trichomonas Smear & AKI Risk Score Testing Changes
Replacement Guidance Effective February 24, 2026
Effective: February 24, 2026 – the following tests will be discontinued. Please review updated ordering guidance below.

Thyroid Testing Update
Discontinued Test T3 Uptake (T3U)  |  CPT Code: 84479

Replacement Test Free T4 (FT4)

Specimen Requirements • Serum or Plasma 
• Gold Top (SST), Red Top, or Light Green (PST) 
• Separate from cells promptly

CPT Code 84439

Clinical Rationale Free T4 provides a direct measurement of circulating thyroxine and is preferred over indirect 
assessment using T3 Uptake.

Trichomonas Testing Update
Discontinued Test Trichomonas Smear (TRCH)  |  CPT Code: 87210

Preferred Approach Perform in-office wet mount microscopy, when available.

If in-office testing is not available, molecular testing is recommended. 

Molecular Alternatives VGDNA – Vaginitis by DNA Probe
•	 Specimen: Vaginal swab (Affirm VPIII ATTS)
•	 CPT: 87800

VGPCR – Vaginitis by PCR
•	 Specimen: Vaginal swab (BD Molecular Collection Kit)
•	 CPT Codes: 87481, 87511, 87661

TRTMA – Trichomonas vaginalis by TMA
•	 Specimen: Vaginal swab (Aptima), endocervical swab, or first-catch urine
•	 CPT: 87661

AKI Risk Score Update
Discontinued Test AKI Risk Score (NEPCH)  |  CPT Code: 81599

There is no suggested replacement for this test at this time.

Key Reminders
•	 The above tests will no longer be available for ordering beginning February 24, 2026
•	 Please update standing orders and order sets accordingly
•	 Molecular testing provides improved sensitivity and specimen stability compared to wet mount microscopy
•	 Refer to the HNL Test Directory for complete specimen handling and stability requirements

Additional Information
For detailed test information, including specimen requirements, methodology, and collection instructions, please refer to HNL Lab 
Medicine’s Test Directory. If you have questions regarding this update, please contact Technical Support at 877-402-4221,  
Monday–Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. For general questions, Customer Care is available to assist at any time.
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