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Lab Medicine New and updated laboratory testing information

February 26, 2026

Alpha and Beta Globin Testing Updates

Consolidated Carrier Screening Codes

Effective Date: Immediately

HNL Lab Medicine is streamlining Alpha and Beta Globin genetic testing to simplify ordering and provide
comprehensive carrier screening under updated test codes.

What Is Changing

Several legacy send-out tests will be inactivated and replaced with consolidated genetic carrier screening assays.

Alpha Globin Testing

The following test codes will be replaced:
e HBA12 - Alpha Globin Sequencing & Deletion/Duplication
e AGDD - Alpha Globin Deletion/Duplication
e AGMUT - Alpha-Globin Common Mutation Analysis

New Test Code: 6HBA - Alpha Thalassemia Carrier Screening
* This single assay includes sequencing and deletion/duplication analysis in one comprehensive test.

Beta Globin Testing

The following test code will be replaced:
* BGLOB - Beta Globin Full Gene Sequencing

New Test Code: 6HBB - Sickle Cell Anemia & Beta Thalassemia Carrier Screening
* This assay provides molecular diagnosis and carrier screening for sickle cell anemia and beta thalassemia.

Updated Test Information

6HBA - Alpha Thalassemia Carrier Screening
Specimen Requirements Specimen Type | 3 mL whole blood, Lavender Top (EDTA)
Volume | Minimum 1mL or 3 ug genomic DNA
Stability Room Temperature | 24 hours
Refrigerated | 72 hours
Methodology Next Generation Sequencing and Copy Number Variation Analysis
CPT Code 81257
Clinical Utility Comprehensive genetic analysis to identify individuals at risk for Alpha Thalassemia-related
disorders. Recommended for patients with family history or those who are pregnant or
considering pregnancy.
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6HBB - Sickle Cell Anemia & Beta Thalassemia Carrier Screening

Specimen Requirements Specimen Type | 3 mL whole blood, Lavender Top (EDTA)

Volume | Minimum 1mL or 3 pg genomic DNA

Stability Room Temperature | 24 hours
Refrigerated | 72 hours

Methodology Next Generation Sequencing and Copy Number Variation Analysis

CPT Code 81361

Clinical Utility Genetic analysis to provide molecular diagnosis and carrier status for sickle cell anemia and beta
thalassemia.

Effective immediately

¢ Order 6HBA in place of HBA12, AGDD, and AGMUT
¢ Order 6HBB in place of BGLOB

Additional Information

For detailed test information, including specimen requirements, methodology, and collection instructions, please refer
to HNL Lab Medicine’s Test Directory. If you have questions regarding this update, please contact Technical Support,
Monday-Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. For general questions, Customer Care is available to assist at any
time.

Technical Support/Customer Care
Call 877-402-4221

SPECIAL ADVISORY LAB-LINK | NEW AND UPDATED LABORATORY TESTING INFORMATION



https://www.hnl.com/test-directory

