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April 24, 2026

Hemoglobin (HGB) and Hematocrit (HCT) - Reference Interval Updates

Effective: April 29, 2026

HNL Lab Medicine is updating the reference intervals for Hemoglobin (HGB) and Hematocrit (HCT) for females >18
years of age, effective April 29, 2026.

Updated Reference Intervals (Females >18 years)
* Hemoglobin (HGB): 11.3-14.9 g/dL
* Hematocrit (HCT): 34.0-44.8%

These updated reference intervals will be reflected on patient reports for specimens tested on or after April 29, 2026.

Test Details

Test Name Test Code CPT Code
Hemoglobin HGB 85018
Hematocrit HCT 85014

Action Required

Please review and update any internal reference materials, protocols, or clinical decision support tools that
incorporate these reference intervals to ensure alignment with this change.

Additional Information
For detailed test information, including specimen requirements, methodology, and ordering instructions, please

refer to the HNL Lab Medicine Test Directory. If you have questions regarding this update, please contact HNL Lab
Medicine Technical Support at 877-402-4221.

Compliance Reminder

Tests and profiles must be ordered based on the individual patient’s clinical needs. All testing must be reasonable
and medically necessary, consistent with applicable coverage policies, and supported by documentation in the
patient’s medical record. Per CFR 45 § 164.506, progress notes may be requested to support the test order or claim.
For guidance on applicable coverage policies and medical necessity requirements, please refer to the Medicare
Resources Page.
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