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December 29, 2025

Discontinuation of Respiratory Culture (RES) and VRE Screen (VRES)

Dear Valued Client,

We want to let you know about some upcoming updates to our microbiology testing at HNL Lab Medicine. 
These changes are based on the latest clinical recommendations and testing trends and will take effect on 
January 5, 2026.

Discontinuation of Respiratory Culture (RES)

Effective January 5, 2026, HNL Lab Medicine will discontinue the Respiratory Culture (RES).

Cultures of specimens collected from the upper respiratory tract are frequently contaminated with 
resident microbiota. Routine processing of noninvasively collected nasal and throat specimens is 
not recommended, as results may lead to inappropriate treatment. In symptomatic patients, these 
specimens are better utilized for pathogen-specific testing.

Recommended alternative testing options include:

•	Throat Culture, Beta Strep

•	Group A Strep, Throat, PCR

•	Staph aureus Screen

•	Bordetella pertussis/parapertussis, PCR

Discontinuation of VRE Screen (VRES)

HNL Lab Medicine will also discontinue the VRE Screen (VRES) effective January 5, 2026. 
Utilization of this screening test within our service area has decreased significantly in recent 
years. Should the need for routine screening arise in the future, the laboratory will re-evaluate the 
availability of this order.

For selective cases where screening for VRE is clinically indicated, please order an aerobic culture 
and include a request to rule out VRE.

If you have questions about these changes or need assistance selecting the most appropriate test for your 
patients, please contact Technical Support Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 877-402-4221. For general 
inquiries, Customer Care is available at any time.

Sincerely,

HNL Lab Medicine
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