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Lab Medicine New and updated laboratory testing information

IMPORTANT NOTICE July 21,2026
Cyclospora Testing Is Not Included in Routine Ova & Parasite (0&P) Testing

Reference Test: Cyclospora and Isospora Examination | Quest Test Code: 10018

What you need to know: Cyclospora cayetanensis is not included as part of the routine Ova & Parasite (O&P) examination
(OP). Routine O&P testing is not designed to detect Cyclospora and should not be used to rule out Cyclospora infection.
Cyclospora requires specialized testing that is performed separately and is not included in the standard O&P examination.

In response to the current Cyclospora outbreak, the CDC and FDA have identified affected states including Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio, and West Virginia. Providers should consider Cyclospora infection in patients presenting with compatible
symptoms and relevant travel or exposure history.

TEST INFORMATION

Reference Laboratory Quest Diagnostics

Test Name Cyclospora and Isospora Examination

CPT Codes 87015, 87207

Collection Container Stool specimen in 10% Formalin only (pink Para-Pak®)

Transport Temperature Room Temperature

Order Type Separate laboratory order or Miscellaneous Test Order required

Ordering Information When Cyclospora infection is clinically suspected, order a Miscellaneous Test and indicate

“Cyclospora” as the requested test. HNL Lab Medicine will reference the specimen to Quest
Diagnostics as outlined in the Test Information section above.

BACKGROUND

Cyclospora is a coccidian parasite that requires specialized detection methods beyond those performed as part of the routine
0&P examination. The organism may be present in low numbers, shed intermittently, and often requires specialized staining,
fluorescence microscopy, or molecular methods for optimal detection. As a result, a negative O&P result does not exclude
Cyclospora infection.

Common indications for Cyclospora testing include prolonged watery diarrhea, travel history, outbreak exposure, or
consumption of potentially contaminated fresh fruits or vegetables.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For detailed test information, including specimen requirements, methodology, and ordering instructions, please refer to the HNL
Lab Medicine Test Directory. If you have questions regarding this test, please contact HNL Lab Medicine Technical Support at
877-402-4221.

COMPLIANCE REMINDER

Tests and profiles must be ordered based on the individual patient’s clinical needs. All testing must be reasonable and medically
necessary, consistent with applicable coverage policies, and supported by documentation in the patient’s medical record.

Per CFR 45 § 164.506, progress notes may be requested to support the test order or claim. For guidance on applicable
coverage policies and medical necessity requirements, please refer to the Medicare Resources Page.
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